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If^ A Difcourfe occafiond Ij an Infcripion found, akut Three 
Tears ago, at Langchefter in the Bijhofrkk of Durhani» 
and communicated to the Royal Society from Dr Hunter 
hj Dr. Woodward, as iP is printed in the Phikfofhical 
TranfaSiions, N"* 354. By Roger Gale, Efq\ R. S. S. 

DR. Hunter, who communicated this Infcription, 
having only given us his Conjedures as to the 
firft fortifying the Place where it was found, 
and the Time of its Repair after it had been deftroy'd, 
but faid nothing relating to the Explanation of the In- 
fcription itfelf, tho' extremely curious ; it will not, I 
hope, be taken amifs, if I offer fome Thoughts that oc- 
curred to me at firft light of it, and afterwards indu* 
ced me to put together what follows upon that Sub* 
jed. I fliall not in the leaft difpute or call in queftion 
the Time of its Foundation, as fix'd by the Dodor^ 
but begin with the Place where it was difcover'd, name- 
ly Langchefter or Lancafier, in the Biihoprick of Dur^ 
ham, which I am, ' with him, fully perfuaded was the 
Longovicus, where the Notitia Imperii places the ^ Mume^ 
rus Longovicariorum. 

This place is feated upon a great Military Way, a* 
bout I % Miles diftance (torn Binchefter, and 7 ftom Eb^ 
chefter, the one the Finovia, and the other the Findomo* 
ra of Antoninus, as the Correfpondence of the Numbers 
may evince; Binchefter being 19 RomanMxlts from Bb^ 
chefier, as that is 9 from Corhridge, the cxadi Numbers 
the Itinerary gives us between Finovia, Findamora, and 
Cor fiopi turn. What is very ftrange is, that the Itinerary, 
which muft go upon the great Road diredly thro' this 
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Town f>f Lff^^ovicf^s berwixc Fhdomora and f^inevta^ 
takes not the ica^t Notice of ir, but meaCuresrhe Way 
ac the wlioic Lengch and Number of Miles, from th§ 
fird to the latter of rhofe Stations It L$'fpvicu was 
foandedi as Or. Humer fypptife^ \ To etriy as rh§ 
I'liiie of J-W/#i Ag>iC')la, and if that lumrar) was com- 
pofed by a?>y of the Emperors that bore he Name of 
^ntohimts, this Station might have been deflrov d or 
defertedi dutmg the Wars uirh th tritiiins and not be- 
ing rcpair'd tili che Reign oi Gordian IW. was paf^'d over 
by the '\uihor of the tmeraiy. as a Camp not then m be- 
ing, or of no ufe to the i?c^i^ Armies; and this would 
be no weak .Argument for ihe Antiquity of that Wcrk: 
And perhaps lome Parts of ir may have been defcnbed 
as early as the Reigns of thoie Emperors, or earlier, and 
foch Names of more modern I laces as are found in ir, 
may have been afterwards added as Occafion requird. 
As a farther ConFirmation of thisConje^yrCt t beg leave 
to obterve, that rhis ^ lace, after ic was repair d by Gor» 
did^, fubfided even to the Euine of the #^;^>i# Empire in 
Mriiaipf, as is evident by the 'V^ention of ir in the Notitia 
Imperii I fo that had this 'Journey which carries us from 
Ftnd^morA to Fimvia been compos d after ihe Reign of 
()$rdim, it would be very hard to account for theOmifl 
fion of this remarkable Station and Town, a^ it appears 
to have been from chis^ and many other fnfcripcions 
found there 

Having this Opportunity of doing it ? am unwilling to 
let it £|jp without recHfying a Miflake m the ^\jjaj towards 
the Recoveri of r4* Roman Highwzji i^r# tiritam, printed 
in the 6fhFolume of Mr. Hearne'j Itinerary of Leiand ^, 
which having brought the Ermirj^fireet ( not the w ai^ 
iingflreet, as Dr Hmter and the Country call it) alirtle 
beyond Cattarick m Torkflnre, divi^Qs ic there into two 

B^ancheSt 

.'itlfcMl— I L I II ■ »lii I I i»ii II 11 II T •.mm-mmmmmmmm -| i m i , , ,1,11,11 , i . ,,^. ^ 

ihSvmf W 354. p. 702. ;f iter. L k Limite ^r^Hr^ nff, £ P.i i \^\ 14. 



( S25 ) 

Branclic^, tricing one of them m Tifimmlh^^ md the oilier 
to arlifl* hut rimks the main Srenim of it, that rons jil- 
luoft dirci^Iy Northward to Pierceht^e, (o to Demm^- 
I:/$u^kt0M, ■Bimht^er^ Langchefter^ Ekckfietj Codrsd^e^ 
and through the Hearc of N^nhmkriimd inro Sc^iia^dt 
about a Mile ' and a half to the Wed of Ber::pkL It is in 
fevcfal places ¥ety intireand fair, efpedally between C^r- 
Ir/if e and Bimkffier, the Ridge of it there be.iog for the 
mofl^part two Yards in Height above the Level of the 
Soil, no lefs than Eight Yards broad, and aU pa/d with 
Stones, that are as even as if new laid : as I am informed 
by the ingenious Mt.Warhrfcn,' who has often viev?'d 
it, and to whom we are obliged for the mofi accurate 
and uCeful Map of the County of Norimmhriafia that 
m^as ever yet publifli'd. This Digrefiion, n it may .be to 
caird, I hope will be excused, fmce it no: only ku light 
an Error, but acquaints you with a noble lUmaB Wny, 
Icarcely yet known or obierv d by any body. 

Having fix'd the Seat of this ^ L^^^'vkm, where the 
fnfcripcion was found, let us confider next m'h'ic lore of 
a Place it was; and upon dueEnciuiry it will appear to 
have been one of the mod ancient and eminent >tadofis 
the R(^mMs were polfeis'd of in thefe Parts, As to its 
Antiquity, Dn Hmter ' has made it probable, that we 
ought to look for it as high as Julim Agrkolas command- 
ing under Demitian, in this lOand': As to its Eminciicy, 
the fnfcription that came laft from liim to the Society as 
well as feveral others found there, is an undeniable Evi- 
denccof its being a Place of great Confideracion ; but 
nothing can put that more out of Diiputc ihan the firfl: 
which was tome Years ago tranfmicced by the fame 
Hand ^ vvhich therefore 1 beg leave co insert here Wifh 
that which came iall from him, and the rather becau^b 
little or nochiog has ever been faid upon it, and that they 
will give great Light one to the. other* 
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The Stone whereon the firft is cut has been broke 
in two, whereby fomc of the Letters are defaced, how- 
ever, it may be very well read as follows; the Letters 
PRE in the fourth Line I take to be a Miftake of the 
Workman, having feen feveral Copies, where they are 
fo tranfcribcd; that they fliould be PER is evident 
from the fifth Line of the fecond Infctiption. 

X Imperator Cafar Marcus Antonius Gordunus 
Pius Felix Auguflus Balneum cum 
Bafilica a folo inftruxit 
Ter Cneium Lucilianum Legatum Auguftakm 
Tropatorem Curante Marc a Aurelh 
^irino PrdfeBo cohort is pirn a Longevicariorum } or 
rather, Legionis Gordiana. 

The (econd can be read only after the following 
manner^ 

!L Imferator Q^far Marcus Amonius 
Gordiams Pius Felix Augufius 
Trincifia (^ Armamentaria 
Conlaffa reftituit 
Ter M^sc ilium Fujcum Legatum 
Augufialem Propr^torem curante Marco Aurdto 
^irino PrdfeBb Cohortis primx Legionis Gerdian^: 

From thefe Two Infcriptions compared together, it 
will be apparent that they were not only erecSted un* 
der the fame Emperor, but by the Care of the very 
fame Perfbn Aurelius ^irims, tho' not in the fame 
Year. The Emperor can be no other than Gordiams 
the youngeft, or third of that Name ; the two former 
having been flain fo very foon after they had aflumed 
the Purple, that it is improbable they Ihould have gi^ 
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veil any Order.^ or Commancfs for the erc5ing of new, 
and repairing of anlienc buildings, in io remote a Pro* 
^rince as Brttain \\^% from Africa, where they were 
murder d afcei a (horc joint l^eign of icarce fcven Weeks, 
Dt^ Hunter toils us, that that which was firft dif- 
covcr'd (and which I ftiail theicfore always diftinguifh 
by the Name of the firft ) was dug up about a Hundred 
Yards Eall from a great Square, W'hich had been fortiiied 
with a thick, (Ircng ^'all, faced with he wen Stone, 
within which, and without, eipccially towards the Ead, 
arc nothing but ruinous Heaps of Stone, and thinks the 
Lodging of the Garifon only to have been included with- 
in thoie Walls. His Conjedure is very much confirm- 
ed by the ^ Account he gives us of the finding the lad 
Infcription within that fquare inclofure ; To that there 
feems to have been at this Lon^ovicus a large Town, and 
one of thoie Camps call'd Caftra flativa, where the Le* 
gions lay in Quarters during the time of Peace and 
Quiet. 

The firfl: Infcription tells us, thar the Emperor Gordian 
built the Balneum and Bafilica from the Ground, a Solo; 
whereas, by the fccond he appears to have been only 
the Repairer of the Pr'mcipid and Armimentaria. Per- 
haps therefore here might be no Town, till the Romans 
thought fit to repair their old deferted Camp at this 
Place, and then the Emperor might alfo build the Bath 
and Palace for the Refidence of the Fropr^tor, when in 
thefc Parts of Britain ; the Word Ba/il/ca importing both 
a Palace, and an Edifice for hearing of Caufes, and 
tranfading all publick Affairs. As this eminent Buil- 
ding was eredied by the Emperor's Comaiand, it is 
an undeniable Argument of the Splendor of this Town, 
as are the great Heaps of Rubbilh^ and RuineSj where 

this 
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this fnfcription was found, of its Largenefs and Ex- 
tent 

Ihe fecofid equally puts the being of iho Caftrum (ia^ 
tivi^m out of difpute^ when it acquainrs us with the Re- 
building of the Armamcntarij zn6. Frincipta there, that is 
the Arceful^ and Quarters either of the Legionary Soldi* 
er , that were caii'd the PrinchcK or the place where 
the Ragles and other mihcary Knfignai were kept. It is 
probable thty did not belong to one particular Legion;, 
but to (evcrai, as ibey had occafion t > be employed here ; 
^ tho the Legh fexia P'^icirix fecnis to have the bell 
Ttrle to them, as being conilaatly quartcr'd in the 
Nordi 5 whereas, the ^ Leo-to Secundi, and ^ Fkefima 
were generally garriion'd, the firit at Caerkon m Wales 
and Rich'urrow m Km. and the oihcr at and about Che- 
fter; fo that f he "^ Monumenr?> they have left in the 
North were ereciSJed by them, when the Wars, and other 
Works, as particularly the Wall^- carry'd crofs the Uland, 
calld them thither,' which b:ing finHli'd, they returned 
home to thetr more bouthern C^uarters, and continu d 
in them till commanded Abroad upon new Services. I 
will not pretend to determin when thefe Armamentaria 
and Irimipia firll fell ro ruin ; perhaps it might be 
when Hadrian, Lollm^ Urhicus and Sevtrm had cat** 
ried their Conquells farther into the Enemy's Guntry, 
and having built ihofe famous Wall, the Relicks of 
which we 11 ill fee in the Shire of Stettina^ in Scotland, and 
in NorthimherUnd and Cumhe land in E^iUnd^ that this 
Camp might be thought ufelefs. the Roman Forces be- 
ing drawn nearer to, and quartered upon the Frontiers; 
and (b this Fortrefs abandoned and fuffer d to fall into 
decay, as the Word conlaffa implies : and not that it 

was 
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was deftroy'd by any Fire, War, or other Enemy than 
Age and Negled:, 

Tho' the Word conlapfa is wrote here with an N, there 
can be no doubt but the Pronunciation of it was as wc 
ufually find it fpelt, colUffa ; a certain Argument of the 
Letter N's being filent in the middle of a Word, before 
two Confonants, efpecially NS, and NT, when the T 
was pronounced like an S. To omit what ^ ^intilian 
fays -to this purpofe, it is confirm'd by the Abtence of 
that Letter in numberlefs Infcripcions in Gruter, E.eine^ 
fius, &c. and no wonder, fince the Workmen in thofe 
Days, as well as ours, ufually wrote as they fpoke their 
Words. I fhall not trouble you with Quotations of any 
of them to this end, but as a Proof of what I fay, on- 
ly aflure you from ocular Infpec3ion and a mofl accu- 
rate Examination, that there is no tranfverfe Line over 
the Letters fcS belonging to the Word FABRIQESIS in 
the Infcription of IVL. VITALI at Bali;, whatever 
has been aifirm'd to the contrary, but that the Letter 
N is totaly omitted there. You will alfo pardon my 
Endeavours, before I leave this SubjecS:, to explain a 
Hiort Infcription belonging to fome of our Country men^ 
tho' found at Amerhach in Germany % fince it will be a 
new Proof of the foregoing Aflertion. 

IIL 

NY MP HI S ^ Nymfhls. 

N<?» BRIXTON Numems hrlmnum 

TRIPVTIEN Triputknfis, or ^tnm 

SVB CVRA ^ Sub cura 

M ^ VLPI Marci UlpU 

MALCHr<f. Makhi 

^LEG XXII Centurionis Leg. 22. 

PR ^ P <? F <j, Trimigmia, Via^ Felicis. 

Tliere 
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There is no Difficulty buc in the Word TRIP VTI EN, 
and that will prefently vanifli if you infert the Letter Ni 
and read it TRfPVNT, /. e* Trifornienus or Tripntknfis, 
the Mutation of the O and V being fo frequent, that 
no body is ignorant of it. This will bring you to Tri* 
fonfium ^ or Dowhridge in Northampcnjhire; tho' that ex- 
cellent Antiquary Dn Battelj ^, in his Antiquitates Ru- 
tupm£, would read it RlPVTiEN, and fix'd the Place 
whence this Numerus took its Appellation at Richhurrow 
in Kent. 

But to return where w^e lefc the Camp at Longovicus^ 
it will be as difficult to aii:ga a Realbn for its being 
repaired, as it was for its being deferred ; unlefs thac 
the Profrdtors might judge it adviiabic about the Time 
of Gordir/i IlL to fix their Refidence there and confe- 
quently refortify the old Camp for their State and Se- 
curity. And that it was not refortify 'd upon any fud- 
d^n Emergency, but for Time and Duration, is evi- 
dent both from the ftrong Stone-Works that encompafs'd 
it, and a Body of Forces lying here, even at the Expira- 
tion of the Roman Empire and Authority in this llland, 
which from its Continuance in the fame Station, had 
got the Name of the Longovicarii^. 

The \ erfon that under the Emperor gave Diredion 
for thefe Repairs, was M.uilius Fafcus : ds M^cilius is a 
Diminutive of Mccclus, it is not unlikely that he was 
the Sen of TfUcht Fufcus, who was Confui with Turfi- 
Itus Dexter, A, D. xz$- in the Reign of Alexr/idcr Seve* 
rus : By this Infcription it appears that this IPUcilius 
was the Emperor Gordian's Lieut e}unt here and Fropr^tor 5 
For tho' in FhiL TranfaU^.^'' 354, by the Inadver- 
tency of the Engraver ^ we read only PR. inftead of 
PR. PR 5 it is right in the Original, and in the Tran- 
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fcript fent up hy-Tjt. Hunter^ and accordingly in Pdg^ 
S^6. the Fault is amended. And as the Name of fuf 
€us {lands in the fame Place in the fecond as chat of 
LncHianus does in the firfl, and with the fame Ad- 
junds both before and after, we may fairly conclude 
he uas eitl^er his Predeceflor or Succeflor^ but which. 
it is impofiibie to dttcrmin* 

And here, perhaps, it may not be amlfs to re- 
mark:) we never rriCet with a Legatus Augujlalis in any 
Infcription in this liland, without the joint Title of 
Frcprdtor^ and ' Tacitus himfelf either makes them the 
fame Office, or at leafl unites them in the fame Perfon, 
when he tells us, 7;^ Britannia P. Oftofjum Prcpr^iO' 
rem turbid^ res exc^'fere ; and having prefently afrer 
related the manner of the Fight with the Iceni, fliles 
him Legatus, £luk fugna filius Legcdi^ M. Oftorius, fer- 
*vaii civis dccus meruit ^ ; and a little after he gives both 
the fame Titles to A. Didlus the Succeffor of Oftorius. 

We are indebted therefore to thefe two Monumen(»s, 
not only for the Account they have preferved of the 
Roman Arms and Magnificence at Longovicus, but for 
the indifputable Records of the Names of two Legates 
and Propr^fors oi Britain, that would othervvife have 
been buried in Oblivion, viz. Cneius Lucilianus and Ma^ 
cilius Fujcus i For from Firius Lupus ( who was froprd^ 
tor and Legate here about the Year toB, under Seve- 
rus, and jufl: before that Emperor's coming into this 
Ifiand repaired a Bath burnt down at Lavatr£, or 
Bowes ^ in Tcrkjlnre) we have no where extant the 
Name of one of thofe Officers, till we come co hhn- 
nius Philippus, whom I take to have fucceeded the laO: 
of thefe ; the ^ Stone which was found at Old Carlipi.^ 

in 
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lit Cumherhnd^ and has preferv'd his Memory, focring 
forth that he was Legate and Proprator when Attkns 
and PrdtextatHs were Confuls, w^hich was A* D 141* 
the very Year that our Gordkn went upon his Ferfim 
Expedirion, from which he never return'd. And as that: 
Hm'^ztotX^ii J^onnm Phtlipps in that Poft, when he 
march'd into the Eaft, where he was murder d abouc 
two Years after, it is highly probable that he was the 
laft Propditor of his appointing, and confequendy, that 
MmHIus Fujcm was his PredeceiTor, and the Repairs be* 
gun at LcngQvkus before the Year 243 ^ I would not 
have troubled you with this Infcripcion, but that it is 
faultily tranfcribed in Camdm^ and that I fhall have oc- 
cafion by and-by to refer to it again, upon a material 
Pointy which therefore I hope will plead my Pardon, 

IV. L O. M. 

PRO. SALVTF. IMPERATORIS 
M. ANTONI. GORDIANI. P. F. 
iNViCTf. AVa ET. SABINAE. FvR 
IE. TRANQVILE. CONiVGL E1V& TO 
TAQVE. DOMV. DlVlN. EORVM. A 
LA. AVG. GORDIA. OB ViRTVTEM 
APPELLAT. POSVIT. CVL PRAEEST 
AIMILIVS. CRISPINVS. PREF 
EQC^N ATVS IN. PRO. AFRICA DE 
TVSDRO. SVB. CVR. NONNIL PHI 
LI FPL LEG. AVG. PROPRETO. 
ATTICO. ET. PRETEXTATO COSS. 
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ThePerron who had the Care of thefe Repairs both 
in Town and Camp, was Marcus Aurdius Qutrtnus, Fr^- 
fe£i or Commander of a Company of Foot; another Ar- 
gument for the Propiistors Lucilianus and Fufcus fucceed- 
ing immediately one the other, he ferving in the ftme 
Folt under both. I muft obferve however,, that altho' 
the two firft Infcripticns have been cut very near the 
fame time, and by the fame Hand, as appears by the 
Form of the Letters, and Manner of the Abbreviations 
in each of them,, yet the Office that this Quiririus bore 
is fomething differently exprefs'd in the firft from what 
it is in the fecond, if they have been accurately tian- 
fcribed ; the Firft (hewing, after Qj^IR I NO the Letters 
PRE.GH. h LG. R, which, before I had Teen the Latter, 
I was induced to read Prafc^o Cchortis frim.i Lcngovkit" 
rhfum^ the ' Notitia Imperii placing the Prd:fc^us mime' 
ri LongovicAYtorum Longovico* That Numnus and Cc 
hors were the fame thing, ^ Fancirollus^ in his Notes 
upon that Book, quotes St- Chr)fo(}ome ro prove, and 
fome Qihtt^, Cohors erat qui vocatur Numerics; but I ra« 
ther take it to be^ an indefinite Number of Men, which 
might comprize feveral Companies, independent of a- 
ny Legion. ' Fegetius, fpesking of the Le^ati Imfera* 
ioris^ fays, in quorum locum nunc illuflres viros conflat Ma-^ 
giftros Militum fuhjiitutos, a quihus non tantumbin^ Legio- 
nes, fed f lures humeri piherna?ftur; by which it is plain, 
the Numeri were no Legionary Cohorts. Neither was the 
Name fo modern as from the Notitia Imperii and C^ry* 
Jofiome it might appear to be ; for we meet with a ^ Nu- 
merus Britonum vt'^on "^n hkzi ^ound in Tranfylvani^, de- 
dicated to the bJymphSy when the Em^gtiotCor^modus and 
Glahio WQrc Conpjls, J. D. i85. And ^ another NMme- 
ru upon an Altar ere(5ted to Hercules for the Profperity 
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g{ SeplJmlus Scv.ms, when Later anus and Rufinm were 
Confuls, A. D, 197; But after I had revicw'd die Let- 
ters ac the end of the fecoad Infcripcion, which are plain* 
ly tranfcribed PRcCoHJ, L. GOR. I couid read them 
no otherwife than Frc^fi^o Cohort is frim^LegicnisGcrdia' 
n^. Got dim 111. was fb beloved of the Soldiery, that feve* 
ral Legions complimented him by honouring themfelves 
with his Name, as the ^ Legio tertia Italica, which took 
the Additio!^ of Gordiana ; and the ^ Legio decima ge- 
mimy and ^ Decima tertiagemimdid both give themfelves 
the fame Appellation. But which of the Legions quar- 
tered in this Ifland To ftiled itfelf is not deterniin d by 
this Infcription or any other that I know of. Howe- 
ver, as the Legio fexta Vitiri>c was all along quartered 
in the Northern parts of this Kingdom ("as 1 obfer- 
Vtd before) where thefe Infcriptions were erected, I 
make no doubt but it was that which caird it fclf Gor- 
diamyXkiO the numeral DiftincSiion of VI is omitted, 
only perhaps for want of Room on the Stone. We find 
by feveral Infcriptions in Camdm, that there was an AU 
in thofe Parts which prided it feif upon its Valour^ and 
was therefore call'd the AU Augujia ; of the many Me- 
morials it has lefc us of ics Title, I (liall only mention 
"^ one found at Old Carlip, and which is the ancienteft 
of them all^ by any certainty of Date. 

I. O. M. 

AU AVXJ^ 03 

. . . RTVT. APPEL. CVI 

PRAEEST. TIB. CL. TIB. F. R 

L1NG--N IVSTINVS. 

PRAEF. FVSCIANO. 

n. SILANO. IL COS. 

that 
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that is, 

f^vi OftimQ Prlaximo, Ala Au^ufis oh Virtu* 
tern dppeliata, cui pr£efl Tiberius CUuMmTiberii 
filim^ povinciA Lingonenfi^ Jtifiinus prsfeclm^ 
Fufciano fecundo^ Sikno fecundb Confulihus. 



This Alrsr was dedicated whem Fufcianus and Sila* 
fms were the iccond time Confds, that is^ iti the Year 
188. under the Reignt of Commodus, and Fifty Years 
before our Gordian came 10 the Empire. At the fame 
place was alfb difcovefd the Fourth Infcription by me 
quoted, where we find this fame ALi Augufia ftiiing 
icfelf alfo Gordiam 5 from whence I think it is not a 
little probable that the Legion to which this Wing ap- 
pertain'd was ihQ Legio Gordiam mmtion'd in the Infcrip- 
tions found at Langchefter ; and that Legion to have 
been the Legio fexta Ficfrix^ from the long Continu- 
ation of this Ala Augu^a in thefe Northern parts of 
the Nation, the conftant Quarters of that Legion, 



J^ly 10. 

1 7i 8. 



MiMi 
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